The salt effect on germination is often thought of as a decrease in the percentage of seeds successfully germinated in a given time. It might be more illuminating, however, to consider the depression in percentage of germination as an extreme of the phenomenon of inhibition of seedling growth (4).
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Imbibition by a seed initiates a sequence of interdependent physiological events which becomes, in a favorable environment, the mechanism of germination, growth, and development. Valuable insights into the identification of specific physiological processes affected by salt may be attained by compar- ing chronologies of development during germination of stressed and unstressed seeds.
As a beginning, we have conducted the following study. Wheat (Triticum aestivum var. INIA 66), germinating in 0.5 mM CaCl, solutions in the dark, was subjected to 0.1 M NaCl salinity either continuously or for sequential 24-hr 
RESULTS
Coleoptiles of control plants elongated logarithmically from approximately 24 to 80 hr (Fig. 1) 
